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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 

THURSDAY, August 15, 2019 6:00 pm 
 

Members Present 
Steve Fuchs - Chairman 

Tim Cashion – Vice-Chairman 
Andy Olsen  Jeffery White 

Stanly Friedman  Richard McDonald 
 

Members Not Present 
None 

 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Planning Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 
Dawn Maye, Administrative Support 

 
 
I. Opening of the meeting 

The Chairman, Steve Fuchs, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. 
 
II. Invocation 

A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 

A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
IV. Old Business 

None. 
 
V. New Business 

1. A request has been received from Momentum Washington, LLC for a Special Use Permit to 
operate a distillery at 192 W. Main Street, Washington, NC.  The property is zoned B1H 
(Business Historical) and would require a Special Use Permit in order to operate a distillery. 
 
Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked for anyone to come forward that would be speaking in favor 
or opposing the request for the Special Use Permit to be sworn in, this will include the 
applicant.  Nicholas Saunders came forward and was sworn in, to represent Momentum 
Washington, LLC. 
 
Nicholas Saunders is the owner and operator of Momentum Washington, LLC, operating 
under the name of “The Hackney Restaurant”.  Mr. Saunders is requesting to add a distillery 
to produce Gen.  This project has been in the planning process for about 2 years.  The 
restaurant has been up and running since January of 2019.  The distillery is the next step in 
the overall plan.  During the process Mr. Saunders has involved the city in all aspects of the 
planning and regulations.  The business occupancy has not been approved, but Momentum 
Washington, LLC is very close to have all conditions resolved.  The Fire Marshall has 
reviewed and approved all designs as per the fire regulations.  Ms. Saunders believes that 
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Momentum Washington, LLC has meet all of the ordinances and zoning requirements.  Mr. 
Saunders asked the board for any questions. 
 
Steve Fuchs asked if the distillery would be subject to flooding.  Mr. Saunders responded, all 
equipment has been raised up above the base flood elevation.  Mr. Fuchs asked what is the 
name of the distillery?  Mr. Saunders responded with “The Hackney Distillery”.  Mr. Fuchs, 
how many employees will be working?  Mr. Saunders, at first two (2) employees and will 
grow as per the need of the distillery.  Mr. Fuchs, when is the projected date of opening?  
Mr. Saunders, hopefully start distilling in September and opening in October.  Mr. Fuchs, 
currently is there a Distillery with the City of Washington?  Staff, at this time there are none 
operating within the City of Washington. 
 
Steve Fuchs asked if the Board had any questions.  Tim Cashion, will this be just for 
restaurant customer, production or regionally.  Mr. Saunders, there will be two entrances, 
one to the main restaurant and the second to the distillery.  Mr. Saunders is planning to 
have production, tasting room, and tours that will explain the process.  Tim Cashion, will the 
public be able to purchase the gin?  Mr. Saunders, yes.  Stain Friedman, any conflicts the 
ABC commissions?  Mr. Saunders, this is a small distillery and the ABC Board has passed new 
regulations to help small distilleries.  There is no limit on production.  This has the potential 
to increase the economy in the area.  Richard (correction to the minutes from Ronald) 
McDonald, he personally knows of many private distilleries in the area and believes this 
would be a great addition to the City of Washington.  Steve Fuchs, what is the risk of having 
an explosion?  Mr. Saunders, the building walls are made of 5-6 courses of brick.  Only part 
of the structure that would be a concern with fire would be the roof, being the roof is 
constructed from wood.  Momentum Washington, LLC has even gone to the extra step to 
have the electric explosion proof due to the distillery.   Mr. St. Clair, will the patrons be 
limited to just the first entrance or will they be able to enter through the other door behind 
the tree (referring to picture on Power Point).  Mr. Saunders, costumer will be able to enter 
through the restaurant and also from the outside.  There will be an entrance inside the 
restaurant that will open into the distillery.  Mr. St Clair, the actually distillery, will it be 
located on the first level or the second floor.  Mr. Saunders, the distillery will be located on 
the first floor and there is not a second floor.  The room spans upward through the second 
floor.  Mr. St. Clair, what is the occupancy?  Mr. Saunders, according to the building 
inspector the occupancy will be limited to 50 people.  Jeffery White, does the building meet 
the fire standard?  Mr. Saunders, the building has been designed with all fire requirements.  
The gin will be stored in a safety zone within the building. 
 
No one came forward to speak against the request and the Chairman closed the floor.  Glen 
Moore came forward and presented the findings of fact. 
 
Stanley Friedman made the following motion:  I move that the Board grant the request for a 
Special Use Permit Momentum Washington, LLC for a Special Use Permit to operate a 
distillery at 192 W. Main Street, Washington, NC.  The property is zoned B1H (Business 
Historical) and would require a Special Use Permit in order to operate a distillery.  Jeffery 
White seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
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2. A request has been received from Cruz Delia Chase for a Variance to locate a mobile home 
at 999 Whootentown Road, Washington, NC.  The property is zoned RA-20 (Residential 
Agricultural) and would require a Variance in order to located a mobile home on this 
property. 

 
Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked for anyone to come forward that would be speaking in favor 
or opposing the request for the Special Use Permit to be sworn in, this will include the 
applicant.  Delia Cruz Chase and Santiago Gonzalez came forward and was sworn in. 
 
Staff presented background information concerning the request.  The variance is based on 
Article III – Nonconforming Situations, Section 40-38 – Abandonment and Discontinuance of 
use in the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance.  As per Google Earth, photo dated 
September 2018 shows mobile home on property, photo dated March 2019 does not show 
mobile home on property.  The 180 days as per the above mentioned ordinance would have 
started around February, 2019, the variance is a four (4) month request. 
 
Delia Cruz Chase came forward and state, requested a variance to place a manufactured 
home for her parents at 999 Whootentown Road.  Asked for any questions. 
 
Steve Fuchs, what was the purchase date of the property?  Ms. Chase, November 15, 2017.  
Steve Fuchs, this was almost 2 years later.  Ms. Chase, correct.  Mr. Fuchs, when was the 
property placed in the ETJ.  Staff, 1990.  Mr. Fuchs, when you purchased the property in 
November 2017 was the trailer was occupied?  Ms., Chase, no the trailer was vacant. Mr. 
Fuchs, On November, 2017 the trailer was not occupied.  Ms. Chase confirmed that the 
trailer was not occupied.  Mr. Fuchs, when was the mobile home not located on the 
property.  Ms. Chase, before the land was purchased in November 2017.  Mr. Fuchs, 
confirmed that the mobile home was not present when the land was purchased in 
November 2017.  Ms. Chase, confirmed.  Mr. St. Clair, were you aware that you could not 
place a mobile home on the property.  Ms. Chase, she was not advised of the zoning 
ordinance.  Mr. Friedman, what is the size of the mobile home?  Ms. Chase, 56x28.  Mr. St. 
Clair, what is the difference between a manufactured home and a mobile home.  Mr. 
Gonzalez, roof pitch.  Mr. St. Clair, what is the wind rating?  Mr. Gonzalez, responded that 
the home would have a brick foundation.  Mr. Friedman, wanted to confirm about the 
foundation.  Ms. Chase, confirmed that the foundation would be a brick foundation.  Jeffery 
White, how big is the lot.  Mr. Gonzalez, 1.75 acres.  Mr. Fuchs, stated that mobile homes 
are not allowed in zone RA-20.  Staff, answered this is correct, but according to the google 
earth photos there was a mobile home on the property.  Ms. Chase, there was not a home 
on the property in 2017.  Mr. St. Clair, there are mobile homes located on this road.  Ms. 
Chase, yes.  Mt. St. Clair, I live on Whootentown Road and there are mobile homes on this 
road.  Steve Fuchs, stated there are many land (addition to the minutes) owners, including 
myself, who live on Whootentown Road that would like to place a mobile home on their 
property but, the zoning does not allow mobile homes in RA-20.  Tim Cashion, asked if Ms. 
Chase lived next to the property in question.  Ms. Chase, yes.  Stanley Friedman, asked if Ms. 
Chase lived in a mobile home.  Ms. Chase, no I live in a home.  Mr. Friedman, wanted to 
confirm if the discussion was for a mobile home or manufactured home.  Ms. Chase, looking 
to place a manufactured home on the property.  Mr. Gonzalez, the manufactured home is a 
2019 model.  Mr. St. Clair, stated that his opinion is that since there was a mobile home 
previously on the property he would not be against placing another manufacture home on 
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the property.  Ms. Chase. has spoken to the adjacent owners and they were not against 
placing a manufactured home on the property. 
 
No one came forward to speak against the request and the Chairman closed the floor.  Glen 
Moore came forward and presented the findings of fact. 
 
Steve Fuchs, the property was purchased in November 2017 and there was not a mobile 
home on the property, is that correct.  Staff, yes.  Steve Fuchs, if what is testified is correct, 
once the mobile home is abandoned, you have 6 months to replace the mobile home.  This 
is 18 months later.  Staff, we are going by what we found on Google earth.   
 
Steve Fuchs, is there any questions for Staff.  Tim Cashion, are we voting on the time of 
abandonment?  Steve Fuchs, voting on a Variance of time, from November 2017 to present.  
Mobile homes are not allowed in RA-20.  Mr. Fuchs states he is concern that the Board is 
will be setting a precedence.  If the board allows this request, then the board will have to 
accept these request in the future. 
 
Ronald McDonald, does the city consider a difference between a modular and a mobile 
home.  Staff, the city will only allow modular and site built homes within the City Limits and 
ETJ.  Mr. McDonald, this is not considered a mobile home.  Staff, was told that this is 
considered a manufactured home. 
 
Andy Olsen, on the statement concerning setting a precedence.  This request is about 
missing the deadline to replace a mobile home, not about placing a new mobile home on 
existing property that has never had a mobile home placed on the property.  Mr. Olsen 
believes, that the applicants were not given proper instruction on the time limit to replace 
the mobile home.  
 
Mr. St. Clair, does not see what the difference in the amount of days to replace a mobile 
home.  This might be a time that the Zoning Ordinance needs to be reviewed. 
 
Mr. Friedman, was there a single wide or double wide placed on the previously placed on 
the property.  Staff, single wide.  Mr. McDonald, states, the applicants are replacing with a 
better home.  Staff, stated the demand for a double wide with brick foundation to be 
allowed in the City of Washington and ETJ was brought before the City Council and the 
Council denied the exception.  It was also brought before the City Council to do away with 
the ETJ and the Council was split.  Mr. St. Clair, does not agree with the time limit.  Mr. 
Friedman, what was the property zoned for before zoned RA-20.  Steve Fuchs, the property 
was not zoned before it was placed in the ETJ.  Staff, the county does not have any zoning 
regulations.  Mr. Friedman, are the applicants going to place a trailer on the property.  Mr. 
Gonzalez stated, the people that sold him the land and the attorney that handled the closing 
and the home dealer never advised him that the property was in an area that would not 
allow a manufactured home.  Shouldn’t someone of none about the zoning ordinance?   
 
Mr. St. Clair, stated that if allowed this would enhance the community and the surrounding 
area. 
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No one came forward to speak against the request and the Chairman closed the floor.   
 
Mr. St. Clair asked Chairman, Steve Fuchs, explain to the public concerning the alternate 
board members.  Mr. Fuchs, explained that Mr. Olsen and Mr. St. Clair are alternate board 
members and are only allowed able to discuss the applications but, are not allowed to vote.  
The board consists of the following:   

1. Steve Fuchs - Chairman 
2. Tim Cashion – Vice-Chairman 
3. Stanly Friedman 
4. Jeffery White 
5. Richard McDonald 

 
Jeffery White made the following motion:  I move that the Board grant the request for a 
Special Use Permit Cruz Delia Chase for a Variance to locate a mobile home at 999 
Whootentown Road, Washington, NC.  The property is zoned RA-20 (Residential 
Agricultural) and would require a Variance in order to located a mobile home on this 
property.  Stanley Friedman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion 
carried. 

 
VI. Other Business  

1. Notice of Decision from Players Vape Meeting – Slade Rand 
a. Minutes from the meeting for April 2019 are not complete as of this date. 

2. Election of Officers 
a. Chairman: 

i. Tim Cashion nominated Steve Fuchs. 
ii. Stanley Friedman seconded the nomination 

iii. All voted in favor for Steve Fuchs to continue as Chairman for the Board of 
Adjustment. 

b. Vice-Chairman: 
i. Steve Fuchs nominated Tim Cashion. 

ii. Stanley Friedman seconded the nomination. 
iii. All voted in favor for Tim Cashion to continue as Vice-Chairman for the Board of 

Adjustment. 
 
VII. Approval of Minutes  

Jeffery White made a motion to approve the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Stanly 
Friedman and all voted in favor.   
 

VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Andy Olsen made a motion to adjourn.  Stanley Friedman second 
the motion and all voted in favor. 


